
Community Support and Engagement 

Honoring Fallen Lincoln PD Investigator Mario Herrera  

With honor and a heavy heart, 

the NSP assisted laying to rest 

fallen Lincoln Police Department 

Investigator Mario Herrera, who 

had previously served as an NSP 

Carrier Enforcement Officer 

early in his career. 

 

On August 26, Lincoln Police 

personnel, including Inv. Herre-

ra, were attempting to serve a 

warrant on a subject who was 

connected to a March 2020 

homicide. During the operation 

at a residence occupied by two 

males, one of them opened fire 

on officers and struck Herrera.  

 

Inv. Herrera was immediately 

transferred to a nearby hospital. 

Nearly two weeks later, in the 

early morning hours of Sept. 7, 

Herrera succumbed to his inju-

ries.  

 

The time following Herreraõs 

death was trying, but NSP per-

sonnel stepped up to assist any 

way they could.  

(continued on page 6) 
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those we 

interact 

with con-

tinues to 

be a top 

priority of 

ours every 

day.  

 

These 
small gestures of appreciation 

and community interactions 

aren't the only reason we serve, 

but they certainly reaffirm that 

the vast majority of Nebraskans 

proudly support law enforce-

ment professionals.  

restrictions lifting, the NSP has 

been able to re-engage with 

communities across Nebraska. 

Troopers have been invited to 

attend school and business func-

tions, have a booth at the Ne-

braska State Fair, participate in 

presentations, partake in pa-

rades, and even be a guest 

speaker at some events. We 
have even been able to hold 

trainings again and attend con-

ferences as well. 

 

Although we aren't out of the 

woods yet with COVID-19, the 

NSP is happy to be re-engaging 

with the citizens we serve. 

The health and safety of 

Nebraskans have been rallying 

around the Nebraska State Pa-

trol (NSP) as they show support 

and appreciation for the great 

work NSP personnel do every 

day. Various Troopers have 

found kind notes on their cruis-

ers, the Superintendentõs Office 

has received numerous heart-

warming phone calls and letters, 
social media accounts are get-

ting messaged, donations have 

been flooding in, and meals have 

been getting paid for and/or 

provided. The support Nebras-

kans show for their law enforce-

ment folks has certainly been 

appreciated by the Nebraska 

State Patrol.  

 

As the law enforcement profes-

sion faces so much adversity, 

even the smallest gesture re-

minds us exactly why we do 

what we do. We love Nebraska 

and we love to serve.  

 

Additionally, with COVID-19 



Troop A has produced une-

quivocal results in the 3rd 

quarter of 2020, despite all the 

challenges faced due to COVID

-19 and civil unrest.  

 

Pursuits are once again preva-

lent in the Omaha Metro area. 

The NSP has utilized various 

resources and relied on allied 
partners as they combat exces-

sive speeding and reckless driv-

ing. Troopers have conducted 

numerous traffic selectives 

over several months targeting 

such dangerous driving behav-

iors. Due to their great work, 

numerous felony cases were 

developed during these selec-

tives.  

 

The Investigative Services Of-

fice has been extremely pro-

ductive as well. They have 

worked everything 

from commercial 
interdiction and pre-

scription fraud to 

confiscating dozens of 

illegal firearm and 

seizing record 

amounts of narcotics 

and cash. These efforts have 

undoubtedly made communi-

ties safer all across Nebraska.  

Nearly a month later in an 

unrelated incident, Troopers 

arrested two men following a 

pursuit on I-80 and a search of 

cornfields. A Trooper observed 

a Jeep Liberty traveling at a 

high rate of speed near Grand 

Island. The Trooper attempted 

a traffic stop on the vehicle, but 

the vehicle refused to stop and 
continued eluding Troopers. 

After crashing into a pole, get-

ting back on I-80, and contin-

ued reckless driving, Kearney 

Police Department successfully 

Third quarter appears to be 

busy for Troop C alsoñit 

kicked off with an attempted 

murder in York on the evening 

of July 1st. York Police Depart-

ment responded to a hang-up 

911 call, and once on scene, 

Officers discovered a man ap-

pearing to strangle a woman 

who also had multiple stab 
wounds. At the request of 

York Police Department, the 

NSP is assisting with the inves-

tigation.  

 

deployed stop sticks which 

brought the vehicle to a stop. 

At this time the two occupants 

fled on foot into a cornfield. 

With the help of the ASD and 

PSD, both suspects were locat-

ed in a nearby field three hours 

later.  

 

Troop A  

Troop C 

Troop B 

before the ambulance arrived 

on scene.  

 

In another case, Troop B per-

sonnel displayed great team-

work in follow-up investiga-

tions. It all began when one 

Trooper located a subject 

parked on the road in rural 

Pierce County. Drugs were 
located and the subject was 

arrested. This sparked a follow-

up investigation which lead to 

the re-

covery of 

stolen 

property 

in Madi-

son 

County. 

With the 

assistance 

of Troop 
B ISO, further investigations 

with this same subject lead to 

cases in other areas of Nebras-

ka and into Iowa.  

On August 15th, Trp. Kloster 

responded to a report of a 

subject who had accidentally 

shot himself in the abdomen 

while cleaning his firearm in an 

apartment in South Yankton, 

NE. Trp. Kloster, who is a 

certified EMT, rendered aid to 

the victim immediately. Due to 

his advanced training, Trp. 
Kloster was able to dress the 

wounds to control the bleed-

ing, obtained the victimõs vitals, 

and began stabilizing the patient 
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Trooper Goodschmidt located 

a literal ton of marijuana during 

a chance encounter. On August 

15th, Trooper Goodschmidt 

performed a motorist assist on 

a commercial marked box 

truck experiencing mechanical 

issues along I-80 between 

Cozad and Lexington. Through-

out the interaction, Trooper 
Goodschmidt developed rea-

sonable suspicion and conduct-

ed a consensual search of the 

vehicle. The probable cause 

search yielded 2,295.4 pounds 

of marijuana in boxes labeled 

to be electronics. Dawson 

County Sheriffõs Office provid-

ed assistance during this inci-

dent.  

 

Investigators with the CODE 

Task Force also discovered a 

drug operation in North Platte. 

They conducted an undercover 

delivery of Alprazolam pills at 

the suspectõs place of business 
where he took possession of 

the mail. With a search war-

rants in hand, CODE Task 

Force Investigators searched 

his business and residence 

which yielded pharmaceutical 

drugs and a Barret BMG 50 

caliber rifle and ammunition. 

This successful undercover 

operation was made possible 

with the 

cooperation 

of Investiga-

tors from 

the US Post-

al Service, 
Customs and 

Boarder 

Protection, 

Homeland 

Security, FBI, 

North Platte 

PD, and NIAC analysts.  

Troop D  

 

 

Colonelõs Corner 

course, we are still dealing with 

the COVID-19 pandemic that 

has upended our personal and 

professional lives.  

 

Around the corner we have 

local, state, and federal elec-

tions which are sure to draw 

cheers and jeers depending on 

your political preferences. 
Some folks are predicting un-

rest regardless of the outcome 

of the elections. That may or 

may not be true, but if it comes 

to fruition, I know NSP will 

handle those challenges with 

the same professionalism as 

demonstrated in recent unrest. 

The times we live in may prove 

challenging, but our Troopers, 

Civilian staff and volunteers 

have never shied away from 

dedicated service to our state. 

As we continue to address the 

challenges of our times, I want 

to thank each of you for your 

continued service to the public, 

your teamwork and compas-

sion for each other, and for 

steadfastly maintaining the mis-

sion and values of this great 

agency we call the Nebraska 

State Patrol! 

 

As we say goodbye to summer 

and welcome the cooler 

weather of autumn (my favorite 

time of year) it is instructive to 

look back at our accomplish-

ments and challenges so far this 

year. Weõve said goodbye to 

some longtime friends with the 

passing of Barb Klinetobe, Lt. 

Craig Loveless, and Trp. 

Fahnholz. Weõve lost a great 

deal of talent and experience 

with numerous retirements so 

far this year and more yet to 

come before the year is over. 

Weõve weathered the storm of 

riots and protests in our urban 

centers with great professional-

ism and character. And of 
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Throughout the summer, excessive speeding was 

prevalent across the State. Troopers issued speed-

ing citations for motorists driving in excess of 100 

MPH by the hundreds. Between Memorial Day and 

Labor Day, Troopers issued 390 such citations.  

 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, 100 

MPH speeders have been cited at nearly twice the 

rate when compared to 2019 statistics.  

2019: Jan. 1 through Oct. 1 ñ 454 citations 

2020: Jan. 1 through Oct. 1 ñ 823 citations 

 

As we head into fall and winter, Troopers will con-

tinue patrolling Nebraska roads to monitor for dan-

gerous drivers.  



Trucking Association to assist 

in speed enforcement. Their 

work included efforts such as 

òTrooper in a Truck.ó Werner 

Enterprises even showed our 

Troopers the different driver 

training simulators they have. 

 

Throughout the third quarter, 

Troopers also performed sur-
prise inspections across the 

State. In total-surprise or not 

surprise-Troopers executed 

Third quarter was full of ex-

citement for our Carrier En-

forcement folks. They worked 

several overturned semi crash-

es, celebrated retirements, 

worked selectives, surprise 

inspections, and even gave back 

to truckers during Trucker 

Appreciation Week.  

 

During Operation Safe Driver 

Week, the NSP partnered with 

members of the Nebraska 

4,883 inspections between July 

1st and September 30th. These 

efforts resulted in just over 

two hundred out-of-service 

driver violations and 176 out-of

-service vehicle/truck viola-

tions.  

Troop E 

Carrier Enforcement 

Troop H  

fiancé, Kolten Barnes, of Lin-

coln. The investigation began 

on the morning of July 15, and 

is ongoing. The investigation 

involves several NSP divisions, 

including Investigative Services, 

the Technical Crimes Division, 

and the Patrol Division, as well 

as the Saunders County Sher-

iffõs Office. 

 
Troop H Patrol Division con-

tinued its highway and public 

safety mission through diligent 

police work, compassionate 

service, and teamwork. Troop-

ers contacted almost 6,000 

motorists for a variety of traffic 

and criminal violations. They 

arrested 88 impaired drivers, 

cited 154 motorists for travel-

ing 21+ mph over the speed 

limit, and issued citations for 

approximately 331 drug/alcohol 
violations. Additionally, Troop-

ers made more than 55 felony 

arrests just within the third 

quarter.  

During the 3rd quarter of 

2020, Troop H ISO continued 

work on numerous important 

investigations. The criminal unit 

opened 15 new investigations 

and assisted allied agencies with 

many others ð these included 

homicides, suspicious deaths, in

-custody deaths, child exploita-

tion, sexual assaults, and theft. 
Most prominent was the inves-

tigation into the homicide of 

Kayla Matulka, of Malmo, which 

led to the arrest of Matulkaõs 
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with the immense gratitude 

displayed by the residents of a 

Scottsbluff neighborhood as 

they publicly displayed their 

appreciation for law enforce-

ment. Residents displayed a 

blue colored lights on the front 

of their houses, proudly waved 

their United States and thin 

blue line flags, and cheered 
with joy and appreciation as 

local law enforcement person-

nel drove through the area. 

Moments like these are hum-

bling reminders of why Troop-

ers do what they do.  

Noteworthy lifesaving action 

was taken by Trp. Wallace, 

Trp. Goodwin, and Sgt. Copp 

on August 21st in Troop E. All 

three gentlemen were in close 

proximity and responded to a 

possible drunk driver. Trp. 

Wallace observed a vehicle in 

the ditch on the opposite side 

of the road with the motor still 
running and in gear. Upon mak-

ing contact. Trp. Wallace dis-

covered the driver to be un-

conscious and non-responsive. 

Trp. Goodwin arrived on scene 

shortly after and assisted Trp. 

Wallace with removing the 

individual from the vehicle. At 

this time, both Troopers no-

ticed the driver was no longer 

breathing and was turning blue 

in the face. They immediately 

began CPR. Sgt. Copp jumped 

right in and assisted as well. 

Due to the quick action of 

these three Troopers, the indi-

vidual began breathing again 
before EMS personnel arrived 

to and took over emergency 

medical care.  

 

In another area of Troop E, 

Troopers were overwhelmed 



Even with the challenges of a 

global pandemic, the NSP con-

tinues moving forward with 

training another recruit camp. 

Twenty-four individuals began 

their journey of becoming a 

Trooper on July 6th, 2020, and 

20 remain as third quarter 

wraps up. These recruits are 

still going strong as they pro-

gress through training.  

 

The day-to-day life of a recruit 

is very structured and full of 

growth. Their day typically 

begins with a morning 

workout, breakfast, and the 

raising of our United States flag. 

Then comes a full day of train-

ing. The Basic Recruit Camp 

curriculum is full of in-class 

learning and applied skills sce-

narios. Recruits are learning 

everything from Emotional 

Intelligence to Defensive Tac-

tics and everything in between.  

 

From the outside looking in, 

one could fail to recognize the 

incredible relationships these 

recruits are building with them-

selves, one another, and with 

instructors. The gained skills 

and knowledge coupled with 

the relationships built really 

prepare recruits for a success-

ful career with the Nebraska 

State Patrol.  

Camp 63 

With the pandemic in full swing 

still, the Training Academy staff 

continues monitoring the 

health and safety of all recruits 

in Camp 63. Additionally, TA 

As a team, everyone is adjust-

ing as needed and remains 

committed to reducing the risk 

of someone contracting the 

COVID-19 virus.  

Command Staff are keeping an 

eye on their personnel to en-

sure they are staying healthy as 

well.  

 
Thus far, Camp 63 recruits are 

remain housed 2 to a room in 

the barracks, are marching as a 

team, are training as one large 

group, and still have the free-

dom to go home on weekends. 

Commanding personnel, gen-

eral TA staff, and instructors 

are interacting in accordance to 

what they are comfortable 

with.  
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The gained skills 

and knowledge 

coupled with 

the relationships 

built really 

prepare recruits 

for a successful 

career with the 

Nebraska State 

Patrol. 


